BUILDING BLESSING & BRAINSTORMING - 5t Sunday Discernment 9/24 /19

KITCHEN
Gallons of coffee, Ham and Cherry Pie, Cindy- Saturday night meals, Girl scouts, parties, baking with
daycare kids, christening parties, Christmas cookies, heritage passed along, kids learning to use
dishwasher, labels was community service project, beautiful dishes, kathy’s jacket caught on fire,
staycation, cooking for movie camp, funerals,

Future:

A place where single moms could learn to cook

Brought up to code for people who need commercial kitchen

Classes - faith groups could use

NOKOMIS HALL
Poetry reading, rollerblading, talent show, movie camp, quinceneras, jazz bands, theater practice,
six churches’ worship space, Pepito’s catering, quilting, meetings, workshops, weddings, Joyce &
Norm'’s reception, prayer map painting, Ham and Cherry Pie Dinners, fix up time,
Future:
More parties, community meeting space, put in lift/ elevator, music lessons, neighborhood
use

KIDSPACE
Sunday school for many churches, 1970s mural and youth room, VBS, birthday parties, storage,
youth gathering space, garage sales, bazaars
Future:
Preschool? Shared working space, after school activities, young life of other college groups,
coffee shop, artist studios

UPSTAIRS CLASSROOMS & CHAPEL
Sunday school rooms, sewing room, choir room, chapel, music together, yoga, prayer, la leche,
camps, vbs, Christmas play, piano practice, handbells, art making, nap space, (balcony - rummage
sale, storage, youth seating, spotlights, recording, overflow for marty and Dallum funerals)
Future:
Total recreate, practice rooms, musical theater, piano lessons, art studios, no elevator,
caretaker apartments, vision of it full of people coming in and out, vision of art all along walls
and artists in each room

UPSTAIRS END ROOM
Youth room, adult ed, meeting space, toddler classroom, decompression, sacred ground, classroom
and quiet place ,sabbatial space,

Future:

Rent out to writers? Longterm renter



Most joyful experience at/with church:

wedding to Norm. support of the congregation for us and they were just so happy for us. that
made it about the church community and not just us.

Needs: community, support, love

Clearwater post-sabbatical retreat. Solidified relationships. Having phil lead, opportunity for
meaningful learning and playtime.

Needs: connection, community, belonging

holiday programs.

Needs: intimacy

baptized to marry Joyce!

Needs: belonging

Communion in a circle, a family table, all together.

Needs: belonging, hope, communion.

Jeanne’s choral concerts.

Needs: beauty, inspiration

Lisa’s ordination. Christmas Eve

Needs:

Being part of session leadership, learning how things work, giving and receiving service,
mutuality

Needs: intimacy, joy, mutuality, contribution

Easter services - egg hunt is a RIOT, excitement, big party. St. Patrick’s Day, when Brian
brought Irish stew and was so excited to share it with us.

Needs: joy, celebration, play, harmony, creativity, fun

Christmas Eve services.

Needs: creativity, contribution, sharing, joy, celebration, harmony, beauty, play

One thing you love that you hope will never change? What do you love about it?

Needs:

Needs:

Needs:

Needs:
Needs:

Needs:

Needs:

Needs:

Never lose Sat. service. The quiet, the contemplation.

presence, beauty, understanding

The way it is. Nice place to worship and visit with people. Like Saturdays. Wish more people
would come.

connection, meaning, being there physically

Adult ed, Central/LNPC times when people getting to learn to be disciples, worshiping with
each other

growth, participation, closeness, beauty

Welcoming children, a family experience. A space for all to learn and experience my
Christian faith.

community, inclusion

People interesting = all ages

belonging, friendship

My faith is made stronger here.

purpose and meaning.

Kids activity, vibrancy, comfortable with kids being free-range, this is really important to me
trust, hope, peace, ease, belonging, cooperation

Courage and honesty and willingness to work through hard things together. Makes me feel
like we can stick it out through anything.

creativity, self-expression, understanding, cooperation, respect, trust, hope,

competence



- Not “doctrine” focused/religious, uses bible language not ‘Christianese’, anyone can
understand, levels the playing field, all are welcome here
Needs: welcome, inclusion
- The opportunities for socializing with all different ages. I love finding the depths of everyone.
Needs: connection, love, friendship
- Saturday night services. One time in life that is calm. Love watching people doing prayer
stations, music.
Needs: peace, shelter, community, stability, grounding

If you could change one thing about church to help you connect deeper to God and your own
life, or to help the congregation live its mission more fully, what would it be? How would this
change help?
- More time for deeper adult study - bible, faith, the whole gambit. (But when would this
happen, and how would I fit it in??) Would force me to think about things more.
Needs: exploration, learning, discovery, support, help
- How do we support kids in their faith as they get older? That the kids keep feeling this is
their church.
Needs: learning, discovery, creativity, help, support
- Getmore people to Saturdays. (And Sundays). More people and more income
Needs: stability, order
- Bring more contemplation into Sunday service. Have a spiritual director. Help people go
deeper in their faith.
Needs: peace, communion
- Opportunity for kids to serve outside of church
Needs: contribution, to kids growth, purpose
- Accessibility (bathrooms, elevators, etc) Inclusive language, less “Father/Son/Holy Ghost”
Needs: connection, inclusion, community
- More contemporary music — everything is sheet music, can be sterile. Want to experience
more free, outside the box musical experience. Would make people/visitors more likely to
come back, especially younger generations
Needs: inclusion
- Adult ed - more in-depth experts to lead discussions, (eg, NVC was meaningful). And
leadership for the youth.
Needs: spiritual depth, growth and learning
- To see the church give space to the greater community, and for LNPC to be support for these
people. That would be us belonging to each other, finding our purpose in caring for one
another.
Needs: connection, support, integrity, purpose, love, cooperation
- Church every Sunday
Needs: consistency
- More leadership for Sunday school. Build community in a different way.
Needs: community



